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*EDIT0OTL*IPPES.« 



The publication of Hebbaica has been undertaken, because it is believed that 
such a journal may be the means of aiding study in the department to which it is 
devoted. The responsibility involved in the undertaking is very great, and the 
factors which must be utilized to insure success are numerous. But such a jour- 
nal seemed to be called for, and in the absence of any other effort, this one is made. 
Whatever may be the result, those interested are to be assured that every reason- 
able exertion will be put forth to accomplish the end proposed. 

The Associate- editors, Drs. Strack and Haupt have most kindly consented to 
share the burden of the editorial responsibility. It is but justice to them, how- 
ever, to say that since they reside at so great a distance from the place of publica- 
tion, they cannot be regarded as responsible for minute details, such as those of 
typography, etc. Each will do certain specified work in connection with the jour- 
nal, the nature of which will be announced in another place. Their interest in 
the undertaking is very great, and their hearty co-operation is assured. 

It is understood that the name of each editor will be signed to the matter of 
which he is the author, and that the editors are personally responsible only for 
their own publications. All matter published will be such as has been prepared 
expressly for Hebbaica, except the selections printed under the head " General 
Notes/' Contributions written in German will be translated. In this work the 
Managing-editor desires to acknowledge his indebtedness both for what has been 
done and for what shall yet be done to Rev. O. O. Fletcher, of Ottawa, and to Mr. 
Ira M. Price, of Morgan Park. 

The general purpose of the journal has already been indicated. To make it 
what it ought to be in point of character, will be difficult. If profitable to one 
class, viz., Old Testament Professors and Hebrew scholars, it will be beyond the 
reach of those who are mere students. Will not both classes bear with us patient- 
ly until once the journal is fairly started? The consideration, aid and encourage- 
ment of all who are in any way interested in Semitic studies, is requested. 

The field which the journal is intended to occupy is a large one. Many depart- 
ments, and these quite distinct, are included. Articles on topics in all of these 
departments cannot be furnished at one time; even if it were possible to obtain 
them, there is not sufficient space. Care will be taken to introduce as great a 
variety as possible. Short articles or " Notes " touching upon interesting and im- 
portant points will be a prominent feature. 

The number of pages will be increased from twenty-four to thirty-two, and 
even to a greater number, as soon as the size of the subscription-list will seem to 
justify such an enlargement. 

The present will never be fully understood until the Orient be made to yield up 
her stores of ancient treasures. This is equally true of the moral and religious, 
as well as of the secular history of man. This explains the present activity of 
oriental scholars, in turning and overturning, unravelling and deciphering the 
records of the past. In the interests of this work, three new Journals for oriental 
study have come into existence within six months. In October, 1883, appeared 
the first number of Literatur-Blatt fuer Orientalische PMlologie, edited by Prof. Dr. 
Ernst Kuhn of Munich, aided by Johannes Klatt of Berlin. This Journal takes 
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up discussions of Oriental Languages in the broadest sense. In January, we 
received the first number of Zeitschrift fuer Keilschriftforschung und Verwandte 
Gebiete, edited by Drs. Bezold and Hommel, Privat-docenten in Munich, with the 
co-operation of Amiaud and Babelon of Paris, Lyon of Cambridge, and Pinches of 
London. This number contains articles by Schrader, Sayce, Guyard, Oppert and 
others. The intimate relationship between Assyrian and the other Semitic 
tongues and a strong corps of editors, bespeak a useful and profitable future 
for this Journal. Articles in both of these Journals are printed either in English, 
German, French, or Italian. 

In March, Hebraica ventures to claim recognition as a periodical with a definite 
end in view, with a distinct and important work to accomplish. It shrinks from a 
comparison with the others just mentioned, or with those older Journals of which 
Germany is rightly so proud. It would be judged by what it desires and hopes to 
be, rather than by what it is. But what department of study can show the insti- 
tution of three such Journals within six months ¥ 



The question of the Intermediate Syllable probably never before formed the sub- 
ject of an article. It may be inquired, why consider a matter of comparatively so 
small importance ? It may be answered that no question, however insignificant, 
is a matter of small importance, when accuracy is desired. No student of Hebrew 
has, in any sense, mastered that language who is unable to pronounce it correctly 
and without hesitation. But this is something no student can do, without a clear 
and intelligent understanding of the intermediate syllable. 

He who pronounces I^CDp qit-lu, and rUR3 bidli-gath has evidently made an 
incorrect pronunciation. Why is it not better to pronounce such words correctly, 
fji-t'lu, bt-dh'ghath? It is true, some deny the existence of this syllable. We 
confess that the term intermediate is liable to be misunderstood, especially by 
beginners. Dr. Green defines the term clearly and is consistent in his use of it, 
but many who study his grammar misinterpret his meaning. In \ 20. 2. « the 
syllable is called intermediate, as " being in strictness neither simple nor mixed, 
but partaking of the nature of both." Everything in \ 22. a is in accordance 
with this. The term is used, therefore, not, as many suppose, to iadicate the 
position of a certain syllable, but to indicate the nature. In many respects, the 
term half-open is preferable. The question has been asked us, what do the old 
Jewish grammarians say about the so-called intermediate syllable? We have 
referred this question for answer in our next number to two learned Hebraists of 
Chicago, Rabbi B. Felsenthal, and B. Douglass, Esq. 



It seems certain that we are on the eve of a new era in Semitic studies. This 
is due, we believe, more to the prominence now being assumed by the Assyrian 
than to all other causes combined. Assyrian is to do for Semitic what the San- 
skrit has done, and is doing for Indo-Germanic. The work done by Bopp, Mueller, 
Williams, Whitney and many others, in the one family, is being done in the other 
family by Delitzsch, Haupt, Schrader, Sayce, Lyon, Pinches and others. But the 
field is a very broad one. There is a loud call for men to come forward and devote 
themselves to this study. Could a more attractive work present itself to the mind 
of one who really desired to accomplish something? Why is it that so many 
students are entirely satisfied to do over what lias already been done many times 
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before ? It is said, that the difficulties which one must overcome who would learn 
Assyrian are so many and so great that such work is entirely out of the question. 
This may have been true five years ago, but it is not to-day. With Prof. Haupt 
at Baltimore, Prof. Brown at Sew York, and Prof. Lyon at Cambridge, what better 
advantages could be desired ? "We are assured, moreover, by an eminent Assyri- 
ologist, that the language is not so difficult as it is popularly supposed to be. To 
a man well-acquainted with Hebrew, Assyrian is no more difficult than is the 
Hebrew to one, who, for the first time, takes up Hebrew. At our request Profes- 
sor Lyon has kindly furnished a list of books for those who desire to begin the 
study of Assyrian. JSl ot all of these books need be purchased at once. The list 
includes the most valuable books yet published in this department. Why should 
not every well furnished public library, whether of college or city, purchase a set 
of these books, and thereby render it possible for some one to take hold of this 
study, who for lack of means would otherwise be prevented ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 



1 . How is the vowel u in the Hoph'al of p"p verbs to be explained ? G. 
The form 3D1H is for 33pi> With this is to be compared 35£*),"7 for 3^'),'^, 

from y&» QJJ>'1) and Qp^ for Qynfi from DID- In !3tJ*in, the origin of'} 
(= ii+v) is evident. In the case of DpIJl) it has been suggested that 01p!~fi Dv 
the transposition of "\, becomes DplHi an( l this DDIH- It mav De > however, that 
both verbs V' V ana " V"V mere iy follow the analogy of verbs )"Q. The difficulty- 
lies in the fact that while a of the Qal, Niph., and Hiph, is heightened to a, and I 
of the Hiph. to e, the ii is lengthened to an unchangeable u, rather than heightened 
to a changeable 6. Unless some such explanation as the one given, which, in- 
deed, is only an expedient, is adopted, the u must be regarded as irregular, and 
may be compared with the i of the Hiph., where in accordance with the laws of 
the language, we should have expected e. 

2. On what principle is the Article prefixed to the construct Infinitive rij/l) as 
in Gen. n., 9, jTH 3iB H^IH f#, a nd Jer. xxn., 16, TIN fijTtrr ^H"^."! ? 

It being understood that neither an Infinitive construct nor a noun in the con- 
struct state may receive the article, it may be said : 

1) That four times out of seven (1 Kgs. vn., 14; Hos. iv., 6 (twice); Dan. 
xii., 4) nj/T treated as an abstract verbal noun, and not as an Infinitive con- 
struct, receives the article according to Ges., 109. 3. c). Here may be compared 

(a) the nominal form n^*l which is also sometimes used as an Inf. (Ex. n., 4) ; 

and 

(6) the two cases of rO&'Jl (1 Kgs. x., 19 and 2 Chron. ix., 18); the former case 

showing that while JIJTI' the Inf., may be used as a noun, Hl^T the noun (cf. 
also n"l")> G> en - xl vi., 3) may be used as an Inf.; the latter showing the possibil- 
ity of the ")"tj Infinitive being used substantively. 

2) In Gen. n., 9, 17, where fllM i s found not only with the article hut also 



